[No evidence for renal protective effect of loop diuretics for patients having oliguria].
In many intensive care units, loop diuretics are used more or less routinely to achieve a urinary output above 1 ml/kg/h in critically ill patients. We do not in the literature find any basis of this strategy. In contrast, this practice may cause a risk of circulatory instability in the critically ill patient due to large diuresis and volume depletion. There is no evidence so far that the use of loop diuretics has a renal protective effect or any other beneficial impact on the renal function. The use of loop diuretics in oliguric critically ill patients may be harmful. Consequently an individual assessment is required.